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The Transformation of DetroitThe Transformation of Detroit
“No one social program or policy, “No one social program or policy, 
no single force, whether housing no single force, whether housing 
segregation, social welfare segregation, social welfare 
programs or deindustrialization, programs or deindustrialization, 
could have driven Detroit and other could have driven Detroit and other 
cities like it from their position of cities like it from their position of 
economic and political dominance; economic and political dominance; 
there is no simple explanation for there is no simple explanation for 
the inequality and marginality that the inequality and marginality that 
beset the urban poor. It is only beset the urban poor. It is only 
through the complex and through the complex and 
interwoven histories of race, interwoven histories of race, 
residence and work in the postwar residence and work in the postwar 
era that the state of today’s cities era that the state of today’s cities 
and their impoverished residents and their impoverished residents 
can be fully understood and can be fully understood and 
confronted.”confronted.”
–– Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins 

of the Urban Crisis: Race and of the Urban Crisis: Race and 
Inequality in Postwar Detroit. Inequality in Postwar Detroit. 
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A number of historical and A number of historical and 
contemporary policies and contemporary policies and 
structural factors created structural factors created 

today’s conditions in Detroittoday’s conditions in Detroit
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Detroit’s Population Losses PostDetroit’s Population Losses Post--World War II World War II 
Marked the True Beginning of the SuburbsMarked the True Beginning of the Suburbs
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31 to 4,999   (43)
No Population   (1)

Population Density
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Components of Population ChangeComponents of Population Change

♦ Start with Base Population

♦♦ Vital StatisticsVital Statistics
• Births
• Deaths

Births minus deaths = Natural IncreaseBirths minus deaths = Natural Increase

♦♦ MigrationMigration
• Net Internal Migration - moves where both the origin and the 

destination are with in the United States
• Net International Migration - in its simplest form, is defined 

as any movement across U.S. borders.
Net Internal plus Net International = Net MigrationNet Internal plus Net International = Net Migration



TriTri--County Population Growth, Due to Natural County Population Growth, Due to Natural 
Increase, Has Declined by 27 Percent Since 1990Increase, Has Declined by 27 Percent Since 1990
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Counties in the Core of the Detroit Metro Area 
Experienced Domestic Out-migration in the 1990s

34026,434Livingston

3155,005Monroe

34,670-263,657Wayne
6,564-4,849Washtenaw

3879,235St. Clair

26,872-3,720Oakland

6,024-7,170Macomb

1819,303Lapeer
99,73599,735--199,465199,465MichiganMichigan

Net International 
Migration

Net Domestic 
Migration

Period covered: 4/1/90 – 7/1/99Source: Census Bureau
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Figure 6
Net Flow of Domestic  Migration
Southeast Michigan, 1995-2000

?? - Migration and its Impact on Southeast Michigan, 1990-2003

Arrows extending beyond the Southeast Michigan
boundary represent the net flow of domestic
migration between the specific county/area and
U.S. counties outside the region.

In net terms, 32,000 more persons moved from the
Balance of Wayne County to U.S. counties outside
the region, from 1995–2000.

Note: Numbers shown represent the net flow of persons age five and older. Net flows between non-adjacent counties areas in
Southeast Michigan are less than 2,000. For purposes of map clarity, these net flows are not shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Domestic Out-migration Continued in Michigan and 
the Larger Metro Counties Post-2000

1,06720,597Livingston

7515,575Monroe

40,730-182,883Wayne
14,697-6,818Washtenaw

5883,696St. Clair

33,103-49,694Oakland

13,52513,183Macomb

2833,069Lapeer
151,435151,435--239,340239,340MichiganMichigan

Net International 
Migration

Net Domestic 
Migration

Period covered: 4/1/00 – 7/1/06Source: Census Bureau



Population Change in DetroitPopulation Change in Detroit

Suburbanization has Suburbanization has 
stripped Detroit of stripped Detroit of 
much of its populationmuch of its population
Housing discrimination Housing discrimination 
blocked access out of blocked access out of 
the city for African the city for African 
AmericansAmericans
Leaving the city Leaving the city 
extremely segregatedextremely segregated

The six foot high concrete “wailing wall” built to 
segregate African Americans from a White housing 
development.
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% of Region's African American Households in Suburbs in 
2000
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Whites have moved throughout the region since 1970, while African Americans 
have moved primarily to concentrated areas adjacent to the City of Detroit. 
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The Movement of Minorities to the 
Suburbs Marked the Decade of the 1990s
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The Growth of African-Americans in 
the Suburbs
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Southeast Michigan in 2000Southeast Michigan in 2000
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Race and Hispanic Origin Race and Hispanic Origin 
Southeast Michigan, 2005 and 2035
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Arab Americans and Chaldeans, While Not Officially 
Recognized As Minorities, Represent An Important Segment 

in the Diversity Landscape of Metro Detroit
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* The Arab American Institute estimates an undercount factor of 3.0 – 3.5.Source: 2000 Census
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New Immigrants Had a Large Impact on 
Southeast Michigan in the 1990s
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College Graduation Rates Range Widely College Graduation Rates Range Widely 
Across Racial and Ethnic GroupsAcross Racial and Ethnic Groups
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What Has Accompanied These What Has Accompanied These 
Changes?Changes?

Suburban Job 
Centers in DetroitConcentrated poverty in the CityConcentrated poverty in the City

Abandonment, disinvestment and Abandonment, disinvestment and 
vacancy in the City of Detroitvacancy in the City of Detroit
Extreme segregation Extreme segregation 
Greater land consumption with Greater land consumption with 
declining populationdeclining population
Shifting of employment activities to Shifting of employment activities to 
the suburbsthe suburbs
–– The suburbs have about 85% of The suburbs have about 85% of 

the region's retail establishments the region's retail establishments 
and 87% of the jobsand 87% of the jobs

Impacts on the economic health of Impacts on the economic health of 
the entire Detroit regionthe entire Detroit region
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